HOW TO WRITE A CASE BRIEF IRAC METHOD OF CASE
When briefing a case, your goal is to reduce the information from the case into a format that will provide you with a
helpful reference in class and for review.

The opponents of the IRAC fall into two categories. The same reasoning applies to all detaining individuals.
Conclusion is a vital process where the final calls are distributed upon the previous cases and are redefined by
the judge. Our recommendation is a mechanical pencil. A court looking at these facts would try to apply the
two elements of false imprisonment. But what parts of a case are relevant? Each new iteration is supposed to
cure the defects of the IRAC and offer more or less freedom depending upon the format. Finally we have to
look at the fact that since the activity took place in a grocery store, the shopkeeper's privilege applies directly
to the security attendant in charge of securing the store and its property. Highlighting Why highlight? It will
allow you to mark off the different sections such as facts, procedural history, or conclusions , thus allowing
you to clear your mind of thoughts and providing an invaluable resource when briefing and reviewing. What
facts are relevant to include in a brief? It is important in this section to apply the rules to the facts of the case
and explain or argue why a particular rule applies or does not apply in the case presented. It is from the facts
that the issues are identified. Jacobs v. In order to answer the legal question issue , one would move to the next
letter in the IRAC acronym: "R" - which stands for Rule. Rules Most jurisdictions in the United States allow
recovery for false imprisonment. At a minimum, however, make sure you include the four elements listed
above. Authority in itself is not enough. Yet IRAC is the heart of the opinion. Putman describes IRAC as "a
structured approach to problem-solving. Continue rereading the case until you have identified all the relevant
information that you need to make your brief, including the issue s , the facts, the holding, and the relevant
parts of the analysis. You are the person that the brief will serve! The process of putting the case into your
own words forces you to digest the material, while annotating and highlighting can be accomplished in a much
more passive manner. Another distinction often made in the rule section is a clear delineation of rules that are
in holding , and binding based on the authority of the hierarchy of the court, being ratio decidendi , and being
the majority ruling, or simply persuasive. The elements of the brief create the unique shape and colors of the
piece, and, when combined with other pieces, the picture of the common law takes form. A well-constructed
brief will save you lots of time by removing the need to return to the case to remember the important details
and also by making it easier to put together the pieces of the common law puzzle. Person A is unresponsive
and uncooperative and in fact downright hostile to the charges being leveled at him by the security attendant.
Whatever you choose to do, make sure that it works for you, regardless of what others recommend. He is the
person charged with securing the grocery store and its property. In addition, Highlighters are particularly
useful in marking off entire sections by using brackets. The conclusion is a decision based on the application
of the rules to the facts for each issue. Crowded public places and shops are considered to be more justifiable
places where a person could have just cause for reasonable suspicion in comparison to private property or
sparsely populated areas. What issues and conclusions are relevant to include in a brief? When describing the
Judgment of the case, distinguish it from the Holding. You should also include the facts that are dispositive to
the decision in the case.

